SEARCH:

Fri, 03 Dec 2010 10:16:04 EST

Contact Us | Find Print Edition

«HOME
NEWS
ARTS
COLUMNS
Back to: Arts » Home
Alison’s
Arts
Adventures
City Streets
Dog Lady
Iconic public art
Wednesday Dec 1, 2010
Holistically
Speaking
A choice to make in the
In Business
Cyclorama restrooms
Kids Health with
Dr. Jack
It might not be as
Neighborhood
comfortable as the fauxNews
grass patch that
Nonprofit Sector
passersby got to enjoy
Police Beat
during the summer, but
Political Notes
the newest public art at
The Boston
the Cyclorama is sure to
Sports Beat
The Savored End make you think.
The Wannabe
Artist Doug Kornfeld, who
South Ender
has worked with iconic
Youth Voices
symbols for the last 30
years, has installed his
OPINION
interpretation of the
Editorial
Artist Doug Kornfield questions use of ubiquitous
global icons of ’male’ and
Letters
icons. (Source:Courtesy of the BCA)
’female’ in the bathroom
stalls of the Cyclorama’s
COMMUNITY
EMAIL
PRINT
SHARE
B UZZ UP!
women’s and men’s
Calendar
restrooms.
ADVERTISING
Having always questioned society’s acceptance of these figures and their
Marketplace
ubiquitous nature in our world, Kornfield found the icons have,
Classified Ads
throughout the years, become less and less descriptive of how men and
Place an Ad
women see themselves.
ABOUT US
"While these industrial icons serve a useful purpose as easily understood
History
signage and signifiers they, at the same time, narrow our perception of
Masthead
the richness and diversity of those they depict," a press release from the
Internships
Boston Center for the Arts explains.
Contact us
LINKS
Community Guide
City of Boston
Trash Collection
Elected Officials
Public Library
Bay Windows

Having left some of the stalls and urinals without icons, Kornfield is
quoted as saying he is "giving those who use the facilities the option of
not participating." But he adds, "Still, choosing a urinal or stall without an
icon becomes a deliberate act to not be defined by a particular icon."
The public art in the Cyclorama restrooms can be viewed during normal
BCA business hours - Monday through Friday 9am to 5pm.

Which will you
choose?

Kornfield has worked
with iconic symbols for
the last 30 years. Choose
your stall between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday at the
Cyclorama.
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