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Fenced In By Gender Symbols -- Museum Site To
Be Surrounded By Artwork
By Frank Vinluan
Seattle Times Eastside Bureau

BELLEVUE

When construction on the new Bellevue Art Museum begins next month, people of all
shapes and sizes will surround the construction site.

That's the vision Cambridge, Mass., artist Doug Kornfeld has for a construction-site fence
he describes as an artwork of both form and function.

Each of the fence's 60 panels will bear a cut-out figure of a person, but with a twist. The
figures play off the universal stick-figure symbols for men and women, and are intended to
challenge the generalities people make about each other.

"When you look at people as symbols, you don't look at them as human beings," Kornfeld
said. "This art is really supposed to ask you a question: Why is it we use a symbol of a
women in a dress when so few women wear dresses anymore?"

Titled "Who Are You?," Kornfeld's fences have surrounded construction sites in
Providence, R.I., and Cambridge. Bellevue museum officials approached Kornfeld about
the fence because he has work that uses the gender symbols now on display in the
museum.

Kornfeld said he began working with the symbols about 10 years ago when he became
bored with painting and switched to computer-graphics illustration. Using a graphics
program, he manipulates the figures or exaggerates their features.

"The paintbrush was high-tech in the 10th century; the computer is high-tech now," he
explained. "I'm a contemporary artist. I feel I should use contemporary tools."

Kornfeld came to Bellevue's Crossroads Community Center late last month to help about a
dozen students and senior citizens design the panels. With local residents participating,
each fence reflects people in the community, he said.

"We were really taken with it because of the interactive portion," museum spokeswoman
Barbara Jirsa said. "There's a learning side to this as well."

The learning curve proved steep for some last month.

"I'm just learning how to use it (the computer) now," said Dick Schlick, 83. "I never thought
of being an artist on one."

A few feet away, 15-year-old Irina Gurvich deftly maneuvered a mouse to shape a woman's
slender figure wearing a formal dress.

"I draw on computer a lot at home," she said between points and clicks of the mouse.

Kornfeld has taken the designs - stored on computer disks - back to Cambridge, where he
will evaluate them.

He then will send them back to Bellevue, where the images will be cut from plywood. The
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fence is to be up by early next month.

"I'm hoping that this is the beginning of a dialogue that people will have about symbols,"
Kornfeld said.

"You're supposed to compare real people to these symbols and see how different we really
are."
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